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[FORMAL GREETINGS]

In many ways, a visit to the Maldives is like a joumey into St. Vincent and the GrenadinesO
nottoo-distant future. We too are an archipelagic state, with a multitude of islands
possessing varying degrees of vulnerability to climate change. We too live overwhdmingly
cloe to our coastling and amos 90% of our investments in tourism and civilian
infrastructure are within a stone@ throw of inexorably encroaching waters. Wein St. Vincent
and the Grenadines have not yet begun the condruction of a network of sea walls, nor have
we yet been inundated with catastrophic flooding, as the Maldives has. And our more
mountinous geography presents different chdlenges than your low-lying islands. But the
massive adaptation investment by the Maldives is nondhdess a sobeing forecast of the

imminent realitiesin my county@ ongdng batle to copewith dimate change

We are all familiar with the phrase Gho man is an island.OToday, it is true to say tha no
island is an island either. Globdization, and now climate change has taught us tha panful
lesson. The simple truth is that the greenest and mos eco-friendly small island state will not
escape the ravages of climate change fuded by factors beyond our control and ouside of our
borders.

St. Vincent and the Grenadines has no desire to dduge this conference with scientific proof
of climate change or its seriousess. We have a saying in the Caribbean: QVho feels it,
knows it. OGathered here amongsg our fellow Small Island Developing States (SIDS), we all
feel, and know, the stark realities of climate change There are those who procrastinae by
guestioning the science while simultaneoudy waiting for science B and not behavioural
change b to solve the climate crisis fuded by thar conaumerist excesses. It should not be
necessary to remind them of other fields of endeavour, where scanty and ultimately
erroneous evidence was more than adegude to stir willing coditions to decisive action
agang imagined globd threats. With climate change we have a real and gahering threat,
with real evidence, butthe globd respong is severely lacking.



But this conference is about more than macro-level litanies of scientific evidence. It is about
the human dimenson of climate change So, in this limited time, let me mention peoples and
places you may have never heard of, and may never visit. Let me tell you abou how a
storm@ glandng blow destroyed homes in the village of Colonaie this year, forcing the
relocation of surprised villagers who had lived in tha coastal area for decades. Let me recall
how my Government was forced to condruct a conaete barier at the waterfront village of
Layou, because waves were destroying the road and washing into peoplesDhomes and
budnesses. Or about the fisheemen of Calliagua whos ageold near coastal fishing
livelihoodis threatened, because fish are seeking deeper and cooler waters further away from
our shores. Or the residents of Argyle, whose title deeds of recent vintage overstate the
amount of land they now own, because the sea has reclaimed much of thdr propeaty
purchases. | could discuss the residents of the Grenadines, which have norivers or lakes, and
where inareasingly irregular rainfall and salt water intrusion into groundwater supplies will
threaten ther very existence. Or maybe | can talk about the Tobago Cays, the epicenter of
our diving and yachting tourism, where coral bleaching and reef death could compromise or
hard-won reputation as a marine paradise, and scuttle our plans for increased reliance on
tourism. These problems and more spesk to the fact tha today, in St. Vincent and the
Grenadines, our citizensObasic rights to housng, propaty, safety, food and development are

already being cmmpromised by dimate change

St. Vincent and the Grenadines has been effectively globdized out of reliance on agriculture
as the dominant engine for nationd growth and development; and now thefear isthat it will
be climatized out of similar reliance on tourism. We, like many other SIDS, are making
multi-million ddlar investments in leveraging our sunny climate, calm seas, pristine beaches,
cora reefs and diverse marine life to lure foreign visitors. Climate change threatens to

deprive usof these few marketable natural assets.

This conference® spotlight on the hurman dimension of climate changenecessarily places the
immediate focus on adaptation, because people affected today cannotwait for gradud pod-



2012 solutions Their lives and rights are being compromised at this moment, and ther

adaptation o safeguad these rightsis critical and urgent.

St. Vincent and the Grenadines bdieves that we SIDS have the mora authority and
imperative to be vocal and decisive players in the Bali negotiations But in tha role, we
cannotallow the discussion to center on mitigation and emissionsto the excluson of equdly
important short-term needs of adaptation and financing for tha adgptation, paticularly
infrastructural adaptation. Our people D paticularly the poor b represent the face of this
crisis, and ther voice mug be heard to demand immediate localized adgptation solutions in
conaert with longterm globd mitigation efforts. If we emerge from Bali without a larger
adaptation fund, propely managed, and funded by an automatic process, not empty

promises, then we will regret ourtimidity for decades to come.

SIDS like St. Vincent and the Grenadines are very much infrastructural works-in-progress.
We are still building our road nework, our airports, our schools, harbours, hositals and
hotels. Oftentimes, we are tapping traditional sources of ODA for these vital infrastructural
projects. Adgptation cannot be an unnatural appendage to these processes, where we simply
seek finandng to retrofit existing infrastructure that could have been more efficiently
congructed if coordinated adaptation funding was readily available at the outset. Bali mugt
opeaationdize synergies between adaptation funding and ODA for the ben€fit of SIDS, who
do not want to tap one source of funding to build aroad, and a separate process to protect it

from coastal erosion.

Similarly, we SIDS must not be afraid to raise theissue of debt relief at Bali. Many of usare
still paying for infrastructural investments that are no longe viable, or whos effective
lifespan will be severely curtailed by climate change Many of uswill have to borrow more
to retrofit previous investments, which were often fundel, designed and built by foreign
donos. It is illogical and immoral that we continue to pay developed dona courtries for
items whos very use is compromised by thdr actions. At Bali, it is necessary for us to

fundamentally review our debt obligationsthrough the prism of climate change.



The overarching priority for SIDS at Bali is to be heard to speak with as unified a voice as
possible given ourdiverse individual circumstances. And no popased aure must be approved
without a thorough andysis of how it affects SIDS. For example, the supaficial, feel-good
rush to biofud produdion will barely dent the developed world@ appdite for fossil fuds, but
has already made basic foodguffs noticeably more expensve in many SIDS. We cannot

allow ourselves to benegatively affected by boh climate changeand its proposd lutions

Surely we can spesk with one voice on the need for greater and immediate adaptation
funding; on access to drought and salt-resistant crops on the refusal to allow adopion of
emerging green techndogy to be stymied by intellectua propeaty lawyers; and on our own
responsbility to educate our citizenry and mitigate the effects of this globd scourge

Combating climate changeis the great cause of era, and great causes are not won by timid
men and women. St. Vincent and the Grenadines echoes the words of your President
Gayoont Q.et us say enoughof expectation and promises Dit is time to deliver. Enoughof
hesitation, it is now time for bold leadership.OBali mus be the decisive tuming point in the

batle aganst climate change The people we championin this conference demand noless.

| thank you



