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Mr. President, Excellendes, Ladies and Gentlemen:

St. Vincent and the Grenadines aignsitself fully with the statement made by the Bahamas on
bendf of CARICOM, and is honoued to make a brief contribution to this high-level follow-up
to the Special Session on Children.

The Specia Session on Children cannotbe discussed in isolation, divorced from the other major
sodo-econonic, developmental and security chdlenges confronting the United Nations Indeed,
a World Fit for Children mug begin with a world fit, in al aspects, for people, progress,
prosperity and peace. Today, as we focus on this our mog vulnerable and mog promising globd
demographic, we mug also consder the critical interrelationsbetween the rights of children and
themyriad developmental obligationsof member states.

Mr. President,

If judged by the standadized benchmarks of the Millennium Development Gods (MDGs) and
other globd minimum standads St. Vincent and the Grenadines is, in many respects,
increasingly becoming a naion fit for children. Infant mortality continues its downward trend,
and we are on track to meet our 2015 target. The Government has instituted comprehensve
programmes to comba HIV/AIDS and mother-child trangmission of the disease. Literacy and
primary school attendance rates are robug; and, thankfully, no wars threaten our nation or
region. A comprehensve ONellness RevolutionOis undaway to combat a hog of preventable
lifestyle diseases, and to promote children@ health and nutrition.

Since 2001, the Government has made educion the central plank of its developmental
programme, and has butiressed this philosophy with massive finanda and legidative
commitments. Last year, five new schools were built; and in the past five years, eight schools
were expanded; 25 were refurbished; and six more are currently unde condruction. Twelve
Learning Resource Centers have been built naionwide which expand and supplement
eductiond options for children outside the classsoom The Government heavily subsdizes
textbooksand primary school meals trough its Book Loan and School Feeding Programmes, and
has radically expanded studentsOaccess to tertiary scholarships grants and student loans
Between 2001 and 2006, St. Vincent and the Grenadines went from having only 39% of children
attending seconday school to achieving universal access to seconday eduation. Throughall of
this rapid expansion, we have maintained a student-teacher ratio unde 20. St. Vincent and the
GrenadinesOfar-reaching revision of its Education Act has also spurred a tranormation in the
field of early childhoodeducation, and the Government is building 10 preschools and providing
specidized training to supplement private sector kindegatens



But the seven-year-old MDGs, while undeniably important, cannot be a stagnant holy grail in a
fast-changing and globdized world, nor should achievement of any or al of the targets merit
self-congrtulatory inerttia In today@ world, for example, literacy and primary education are far
less than the bare minimum required for children to succeed. We mug accept thefact tha a child
with only basic literacy skills is a disadvantaged child in the moden globd econony. Today,
computer literacy isthenew literacy, and an essential life skill. In tha regard, the children of the
developing world remain on the wrong side of a widening digital divide, which threatens to
reinforce new forms of inequdity and undedevelopment for future generations Accordingly, St.
Vincent and the Grenadines echoes the message delivered by Secretary-General Ban Ki-moonto
the GConnect AfricaOSummit this year when he said Qn]arrowing the digital divideis part and
parcel of our globd efforts to achieve development for al. Information and communication
technologies have much to contribute to thefight agand, poverty, disease, hunge, illiteracy and
environmental degradaion. . . . They enable young people everywhere to more effectively act as
catalysts for changePlocally and globdly.O

It isin these areas tha theissue of qudity education comes to thefore. The doaument entitled GA
World Fit for Children,Owhich the General Assembly adopied five years ago, spoke of qudity
education; of harnessing rapidly evolving communication technologies; and of the promotion of
cultural development. These issues go beyond the raw numbers of MDG targes. In the case of
St. Vincent and the Grenadines, they mean tha we mug continueto expand our investment in
educiond infrastructure and training from a child-centered perspective, and utilize technology
to hdp children see beyond the confining boundaies of thar villages and our own tiny
geographic space. Our educationd system must aso inculcate in children the values and nomms
of our Caribbean civilization, as a bulwark agang homogenizing globdization and cultural
hegemony.

Mr. President,

As we gahe here, united by our sincere desire to ddiver on the noble gods of the Specia
Session, we cannot forget the internaiond blind spot that exists with respect to the children of
Taiwan. There are over 4 million children in Taiwan unde the age of 14, but thar interests are
not represented in this forum, the WHO, or any other UN body. It seems tha the internaiond
community is capable of fashioning ways to recognize Taiwan® econoric might, throughthe
WTO, but unable to apply smilar ingenuity or fortitude to the issue of its children. Given tha
our own Convention on the Rights of the Child defines @hildOas Gevery human being be ow the
age of eighteen yearsOP appaently withoutrespect to nationdity Bwe must urgently correct this
colossal representationd oversightand indudeTaiwan in our World Fit for Children.



Mr. President,

Before a world can be fit for children, it mug first be fit. The health of our pland is today
threatened by climate change and the short-sighted choices made and defended by developed
counties. We recognize tha climate changewill have a dispropottionae negéaive effect on the
world@ mog vulnerable counties. In these counties, it standsto reason that children Bour mogt
vulnerable citizensBwill also bear a dispropottionae burden, both today and in the planet they
inheit. Accordingly, we mug explicitly link this sesson with the work beng carried out
smultaneoudy in Bali, and demand radical changes on our children@ behdf. Thetenth objective
of the QVord Fit for ChildrenOdoaument was to QProtect the Earth for children.OWe have
arrived at thecritical point in history where our commitment to tha objectiveis tested.

The children of St. Vincent and the Grenadines have escaped the horrors of war in the 200-plus
years since European conquest and settlement. However, the peace-loving citizens of our region
are now awash in the swelling tide of illicit small armstha accompanies the narcotics trade Our
youth are increasingly on the giving and recelving endsof gunviolence, and, unless we act now,
our children® safety and innoence may belog. Just as poverty is notlimited to the mos heavily
indebted counties, the scourge of gun violence is not the exclugve province of war zones. A
meaningful and effective supply-side prohibition on the traffic in small arms is critical to our
children@ collective future.

When the General Assembly adopied the QWorld Fit for ChildrenOdoaument in 2002, we
acknowledged the gap between promised and ddivered resources, and recognized the failure of
developeal counties to honourther pledgeto utilize 0.7% of GNP for development assistance.
Our recently-conduded High-Level Dialogueon Finanang for Development further highlighted
the continual lack of success in meeting these eminently reasonale assistance targets. The
ongong ngglect of middle-income SIDS vis-"-vis debt relief, and the dearth of innovaive debt
swapsfor projects aimed at meeting the needs of children, further belie our credibility and noble
wordstoday.

The inescapable fact is tha our gods and aspirationsfor children are unatainable without the
finandal assistance of the developed world. This holiday season, the best gift that we can give to

theworld® children is simply to ddiver on our promises. They deserve nothing less.

| thank you.



