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Ladies and Gentlemen, Members of the Clergy, Good Morning.

At the outset,let me thank you all most sincerely for the opportunity to addressyou this
morning.| am all too awareof the competingdemanddor your time, andfor this many busy
New Yorkersto show up on a Saturdaymorning, particularly one with suchwelcomewarm
weather,is a testamento your own dedicationand senseof responsibility.l would alsolike to
especiallythank FatherDonaldsonfor his generousnvitation, andfor his initiative in selecting

this timely and appropriate top2OExpanding our Christian Responsibilities to Global Issues.O

| would like to beginwith a brief story that illustratesbon a personallevel bwhy | consider
FatherDonaldsonGshoiceof topic epecially relevant.l haverecentlyreturnedfrom an official

visit to the Republicof Turkey.As you know, Turkeyis todaya predominantlyMuslim country.
However, Turkeyhasarich Christianhistory.In fact, thelasthomeof the Virgin Mary liesin the
hills outside of Ephesus,which is city in Turkey. Ephesusis also the city to which Paul
addressethis famousOLettetto the Ephesians.@t the time, Ephesusvasthe 3" largestcity in

theRomanEmpire,andwasalsohometo oneof thelargestlibrariesof the era. Two hundredand

fifty thousand people lived in the city.

Let metell you somethingnstructiveaboutEphesusWhenthe city wasbuilt, therewasa tunnel
thatwentfrom beneatrthe library; underthe street;andemergedn a brothel. The city planners
had designedthe city so that men could pretendto go to the library whenthey were actually
going to cavortwith prostitutes.Similarly, 8,000 year old advertisement$or prostitutionare

carved into the marble causeways in the ruins of the city.

Paulwrote his Letterto the Ephesiango remindthemof their personalChristianresponsibilities,
evenin suchan outwardlyimmoral city: donOsteal,donOtlrink, respecthe family unit, live as

God would expect us to live.

Today,New York is a moden day Ephesuswith all the vice andvirtue of a majorworld city.
Theremay not be undergroundinks from theimportantcity buildingsto prostitutesputwe have
learnedfrom the GovernorSpitzer scandalthat there may now insteadbe Internetlinks from



importantplacesto prostitutes. However,New York is oneof the worldOsnostimportantcities
Da centerfor art, politics, cultureandreligion DmuchasEphesusvasat thetime. Much asPaul
remindedthe Christiansof Ephesuf their responsibilitiesamid a questionablemoral climate,
So too must we rememberours. And we must rememberthat those responsibilitieshave
significanceand obligationsbeyondour immediatesurroundingsand rememberthat they are

absolute, and not defined by the moral relativaround us.

Now, | amno theologianandl amacutelyawareof my limitations asa Biblical scholar.l leave
to FatherDonaldsonthe more in depthexplorationsof the nuancesof Christianresponsibility.
However, there are some basic Christian respondilities upon which we can all agreeb
responsibilitiessmanatingout of love, peace sharing,goodneighborlinessanda willingnessto

emulate, as far as possible,the life, sacrificesand teachingsof JesusChrist. These basic
Christianresponsibilitieshave profoundimplicationson a global scale.As this world becomes
increasinglysmallerandinterconnectedlueto technologyandtravel and globalization,we find

ourselvesascitizensof a shrinkingglobal village B our car might be madein Japan,our shoes
might be madein China,our shirtin BangladeshWe cantake out our cell phonesright herein

this church and speakto relativesin the Caribbean.And the decisionswe make herein the

United Statesaffectwarsin Iraq, hurricanesn the Caribbeanand the lives of our brothersand
sistersin Africa. Today, our individual and collective actionscan truly changethe world in

profoundways.As such,our obligationto tackleglobalissuesn aresponsibleChristianmanner
is more important today than evsefore.

| havea fundamentabeliefthatgood,active,progressiveChristiansknow theright thing, anddo
theright thing wheneveithe opportunitypresentstself. In doing theright thing, they changethe
world. My aim today, is not to tell you how to extendyour Christianresponsibilityto global
issues,but simply to highlight a few global issuesthat I humbly suggestcould benefit from
progressiveChristian activism. | am confident that once theseissuesare brought to your
attention,you will do the right thing. Today, | will focuson four issuesthat currently occupy
quite a bit of my time at the United Nations:DevelopmentClimate Change Peacemakingand

Human Rights.



DEVELOPMENT ISSUES

| donObelievein bombardingpeoplewith numbersandstatstics, but | think thattherearea few
appropriateonesto mention.Today,in 2008,almostthreebillion peopleworldwide areliving on
lessthan $2 per day, and over onebillion are somehowsurviving on lessthan$1 per day. One
dollar perdayis $365per year. The nexttime you receiveyour monthly or weekly paycheckpr
social securitycheck,think aboutthe fact that that one checkprobablyrepresentsnore money

than half of the worldOs population will see for many yRaraybe even their entire liiene.

That cannot be fair.

Similarly, 30,000childrendie everysingledayacrosgheworld from the singlemostpreventable
diseaseThe diseaseof poverty. Thereare 72 million eligible childrenb right now Bwho have
neverbeento primary school;andtherearel billion peoplein this world who cannotevensign
their name.One quarterof the peopleliving in the world do not have any electricity in their

homes.

That cannot be right.

This world in which we live is grosslyandimmorally unequal.The immigrantsamongus know
what | am talking about,becausemany of us cameto the United Statesto take advantageof
opportunitiesthat were not availableto us in our home countries.Well, more than half of the
worldOgopulationcannotseekopportunityon distantshores nor shouldmigration be the only
option to escapecrushingpoverty. Billions of peopletoday havetheir options,their prospects
andtheir potentialcurtailedsimply by virtue of which countryin the world they happenedo be
born. They aretrappedin an iniquitous global systemof havesand havenots;a systemthat is
rootedin profit ratherthanpeople,andthatis basedot on empowermenthut on exploitation.In
short,we arenotliving in aworld thatis governedoy Christianvaluesof sharingandcaringfor

the least among us.

In the book of Matthew,Chapter25, verses31-44, the Bible talks aboutthe day whenthe Sonof

Man will judge the nations of the earth:



Whenthe Sonof manshall comein his glory, andall the holy angelswith him, thenshall
he sit upon the throne of his glory:

And before him shall be gatheredall nations: and he shall separatethem one from
another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats:

And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goéte deft.

Thenshall the King say unto themon his right hand, Come,ye blessedof my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:

For | wasan hungred,andye gavememeat:| wasthirsty, andye gavemedrink: | wasa
stranger, and ye took me in:

Naked,and ye clothedme: | wassick, and ye visited me: | wasin prison, and ye came
unto me.

Thenshall the righteousanswerhim, saying,Lord, whensawwe theean hungred,and
fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink?

When sa& we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee?

Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee?

AndtheKing shall answerand sayuntothem,Verily | sayuntoyou,Ilnasmuchasyehave
done it unto one of the least of thesg brethren, ye have done it unto me.

Thenshall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed,into
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:

For | was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: | was thirsty, and ye gaweednigkn

| was a stranger,and ye took me not in: naked,and ye clothed me not: sick, and in
prison, and ye visited me not.

Thenshall theyalso answerhim, saying,Lord, whensawwe theean hungred,or athirst,
or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in pan, and did not minister unto thee?
Thenshall heanswerthem,saying,Verily | sayuntoyou,Inasmuchasyedid it notto one
of the least of these, ye did it not to me.

And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous intetdifalet

Thesefew versescapturebin a way thatl am unableto do ® our moral obligationto assistthe
leastamongour brothersand sisters.This assistancehowever, must not be in the form of
handouts simple charity or welfare colonialism.It mustcome as developmentabssistanceto
empowerthe leastamongus to escapeheir wretchedcondition. And it mustcomeas sincere

efforts to create a more equitable global system.

|Ollgive you a brief exampleaboutthe type of dependencygreatingwelfarecolorialism thatIOm
talking about. Many of you may have heardabout efforts to tackle Malaria in SubSaharan



Africa by providing mosquitonetsto protect peoplefrom mosquitoesthat carry the disease.
Protectingpeoplefrom Malariais a nobleandnecessargod, therecanbe no doubtaboutthat.
But askyourself,as| haveaskedothers:Why is our effort limited to providing nets?Why donOt
we eradicateMalaria insteadVhen you provide nets,you have certainly helped.But hasthe
problemdisappearedRo, the mosquitoesareragingbeyondthe nets.Soa systemof dependency
is createdjnsteadof a systemof empowermentThoseunderthe netsrely on you to continually
provide new nets,and you are the giver of life, in perpetuity.But let us kill the mosquitoes,
eliminatethe conditionsthat createthem. Let us provide medicines.Let us empowerpeopleto
walk freely through their communities. Is that not a better way to help?

At the United Nations,we recognizethe needfor developmentind developmengssistanceln

2000,the UN approveda systemof targetscalledthe Millennium DevelopmenGoals(MDGS).

TheseMDGs cover a numberof basictargetslike poverty alleviation, primary educationand
literacy, healthand genderequality. We gaveourselvesl5 yearsto achieve thesegoals,but as
you canseefrom the statisticsl readearlier,we arenot on trackto meetour own modesttargets.
While somepartsof the world P like the United Statesandthe EuropeanUnion b havealready
metthesegoals,andotherpartsblike muchof the Caribbearb are on paceto achievemany of

them, there are billions of people that the MDGs simply will not touch.

Oneof the primary reasondor the ongoingdifficulties in achievingmeaningfuldevelopments
the fact thatthe developeccountriesof the world havenot kepttheir promiseso the developing
world regardingthe amountof financingthey would providefor global developmengssistance.
Developmentostsmoney,andthe richestcountriesof the world recognizedheir duty to assist
in that regard.Unfortunately,their solemnpromisesof assistancénave not materializedinto
tangible help. For example,the developedcountriesof the world promisedto devote0.7% of
their GDP to worldwide developmenfssistancelNot 10%, not 5%, but lessthan 1% of their
money.Eventhat promise however hasnot beenkept. The United Statestherichestcountryin
the world, spenddessthanthreetenthsof onepercenton Official DevelopmentAssistanceFor
every three dollars the US makes, they gpkepenny on development assistance.



As individuals and as churches,this inequity and indifferenceto suffering must offend our
conscienceAnd asarich countrybasrich peopleBbwe canandmustdo more.You know, there
is awell-known parablewhereJesussaysthatit is easierfor a camelto passthroughthe eyeof a
needlethanfor arich manto enterthe kingdomof God. But suchis the natureof peoplethatwe
never considerourselvesthe rich man. We always think that Jesuswas talking aboutpeople
richerthanwe are.l amhereto tell you thattherearethreebillion peoplein theworld todaywho
think that eachand every one of you in this room is very wealthy indeed.To whom muchis

given much is expected. Let us live up to our global expectagiothsesponsibilities.

CLIMATE CHANGE

The flagshipissueat the UN this yearis Climate Change And climate changeis truly a global
issue.The pollution of onecountryaffectsthe climateof another,andthe only way to bring the
world back into balances with concerted global effort.

We areall familiar with the phraseOnamanis anisland.Orodayi,it is trueto saythatno islandis
an island either. Climate change hastaughtus that painful lesson.The gasusedand exhaust
from the mufflers of the SUVs thatyou seeon the roadsherein Brooklyn will affectfarmersin
Africa andfishermenin Barbados.The simpletruth is that the greeneseand most ecafriendly
countrywill not escapehe ravagesf climate change fueledby factorsbeyondour controland
outside of our borders.

| haveno desireto delugeyou with scientific proof of climate changeor its seriousnessBob
Marley oncesang:OWhoafeelsit, knowsit.OIn the Caribbeanwe all feel, and know, the stark

realities of climate change.

So,in my time with you today,let me mentionpeoplesandplacesyou may haveneverheardof
balthoughthoseof you from otherislandswill easilyrelatethesestoriesto villagesandtownsof
your own. Let metell you abouthow a stormOglancingblow destroyechomesin the village of
Colonariethis year, forcing the relocationof surprisedvillagers who had lived in that coastal
areafor decadesLet me recall how the Vincentian Governmentwas forced to constructa
concretebarrierat the waterfrontvillage of Layou, becausavavesweredestroyingthe roadand



washinginto peoples@omesand businessesOr aboutthe fishermenof Calliaqua,whoseage
old near coastalfishing livelihood is threatenedpecausefish are seekingdeeperand cooler
watersfurther away from our shores.Or the residentsof Argyle, whosetitle deedsof recent
vintageoverstatdahe amountof land they now own, becauséhe seahasreclaimedmuchof their
property purchasesl could discussthe residentsof the Grenadineswhich have no rivers or
lakes, and where increasinglyirregular rainfall and salt water intrusion into ground water
supplieswill threatentheir very existence.Or maybel cantalk aboutthe TobagoCays,the
epicenterof our diving and yachting tourism, where coral bleachingand reef death could
compromiseor hardwon reputationas a marine paradiseand scuttle our plansfor increased

reliance on tourism.

Of course,we all rememberGrenada.Thirty yearsago, expertssaid that Grenadawas too far

southto be affectedby hurnicanes.ThenHurricanelvan struckin 2004anddestroyed®0% of all

the homeson the island. Over 70 people from Trinidad to Jamaicalost their lives. These
problemsand more speakto the fact that today, in the Caribbeanpur citizensasicrights to

housing, property, safety, food and developmentare already being compromisedby climate
change.

| amfond of sayingthatGod may havecreatedmanin hisimage,but he createdhe Caribbeann
theimageof heavenAs Christianswe havea fundamentatespon#ility to protectandpreserve
this planetthat God createdfor us. Canyou image a history of humanity that startswith the
wordsOinthe beginning,God createdhe heavensandthe earthGndconcludeswith Ointhe end,
mankinddestroyedtO?Again, asChristians,andasresidentof planetOmostpolluting country,

per capita, we cannot sit idly by and watch our excesses ruin the rest of the earth.

The industriesand consumersand politicians of the United Statescan make commitmentsto
reducetheir emissionsb either scientifically or through modestlifestyle changes.And the
developedworld can help other statesadaptto the damagealready causedby consumerist

excesses.



In our battle againstclimate change,we must also rememberthe way in which this issueis

interconnectedvith many critical life and deathissues.And we must guard againstso-called
solutionsthat causemore harm than good. You may have heardthe rush to the productionof

biofuels from corn and other crops.Many will tell you that biofuels are a renewableresource,
andwill reduceour dependencwyn foreign oil andfossil fuels.Whattheywill nottell youis that
it raisesthe price of food drasticallyfor thosewho can leastafford it. Whenyou usecorn to

makegas, its drives up the demandand the price of corn, andlowersthe supplyleft for food.

Whencorn costsmore,corn productscostmore.Flour andbreadcostmore.Beefandchickenb
often fed on corn-basedfoods b cost more. Lessland is availablefor the cultivation of crops.
And when it is all said and done, the reduction in oil usage is minimal.

Soinsteadof developinghigherfuel efficiency standardsor insteadof building cleanerfactories,
we use cropsto feed our carsinsteadof to feed starving people.The resultis further global
injustice. The peoplerioting in Haiti arenQdriving the SUVs andrunningthe air conditionersor
building the industriesthat createdthe problem.But they are the onesbearingthe brunt of our
reluctanceto changeour lifestyle. It is a sin, plain andsimple,for innocentpeopleto be doubly
affected by both climate change and its proposed solutions.

PEACEMAKING AND PEACEKEEPING

In his Sermonon the Mount, JesusD the Princeof Peaceb says(Blessedare the peacemakers:
for they shall be calledthe childrenof God.ONo onereadingthe Bible canquestionwhereJesus
standson the issuesof war andpeaceYet in todayOworld we areincreasinglywitnessto sinful
actsof violencethat simply cannotbe comprehendedAs active Christians,we are obliged to

raise our voices against the horrors of senseless and preventable wars.

In 1994, 0ver 800,000peoplewere massacredh Rwandaover the courseof six weeks.No one
droppeda Weaponof Mass Destructionon them. They werekilled individually, by machetes,
clubsandrusty guns.Theworld did nothingwhile this genocidetook place.Absolutelynothing.
Imaginefor a momentthe slaughterof every man,womanand child in Antigua and Barbuda,
Barbados,Dominica, Grenada, St. Lucia, St. Kitts and Nevis and St. Vincent and the



GrenadinesOr imaginethe murderof everyonein Delaware;or Vermont; or Boston;or San

Francisco; or Washington DC. Now imagine that no one lifted a finger to stop the carnage.

After Rwanda,the world said Onevergain.ONe promisedto actto stop future genocide But
neveragainis happeningagainright now in Darfur, wherehundredsf thousand®f peopleare
beingkilled Bnot by tanks,but by menriding horsesandcamels.Thesegenocidesrea stainon
the collective consciee of mankind.

As Christians,we must always voice our oppositionto war and senselesilling. It is our
responsibilityto honourthe most sacredof GodOgjifts D the gift of life. Today,in additionto

Darfur,thereis alitany of placeswherewar andmassmurderaremetwith internationainaction.
Bosnia,Croatia,Burundi,Angola,Burma,Tibet, Iraq, andthelist goeson. It is nolongerenough
for anyoneto simply throw up their hands,or wonderwhatin the world is goingon in thosefar-

flung places As Christianswe cannotsimply seeit asevidenceof thelastdays.Ourjob is notto

predictthe last daysor sit idly by andwait for the clock of history to stop ticking. Our duty
insteadis to actively work againstevil andinjusticewhile we arehere on earth.Thereis no act
more purely evil, and more antitheticalto Christian morality, than senselessavoidableand
preventable acts of killing.

My grandmotherusedto have a saying: OcockroacllonObusinessin fow! fight. OAnd that
saying meanttwo things. First, it meantthat we shouldnOget involved in issuesthat donOt
concernus. Secondjt alsomeantthatthe smallandinsignificantshouldstayout of the affairs of
more powerful actors.It is the sort of justification that keepsmany peoplefrom raising their
voicesin thefaceof evil in far-awayplaces We think thatit doesnQtoncernus, or we think that
the conflicts shouldbe resolvedby peoplemoreimportantthanourselvesWe arewrong. In this
modern,interconnectedvorld, thereis no problem so remotethat it cannotaffect us. Every
single war on this planetshouldbe an affront to every single Christianon the globe. And, as
representativeand ambassadorsf Almighty God, Christiansspeakwith the authority of the

most important figre. There is no conflict so large that it negates Christian input and analysis.



HUMAN RIGHTS

| havespokento you todayaboutextremepovertyandhunger,of hurricanesandfloods, of wars
andgenocideslt will comeasno surpriseto anyoneherethathumanrights abusesanbe found
in every cornerof the globe.Indeed,humanrights abusesare the handmaiden®f desperation
anddestruction.The callousdisregardof the rights of people,andthe political manipulationof
humanrights, areissuesthat cry out for the interventionof ethical arbiterswho view injustice
through the eyes of the people affected, not the powers involved.

Turn on the newsthis evening.Oddsare you will hearaboutcrackdownsn Tibet; of election
irregularitiesin Zimbabwe; or of waterboardingand torture in Guantanamday. Across the
planet,billions of peopleare deniedfundamentafreedomsRightsthatwe assumereuniversal
b like the right to speak,to worship and to chooseour political representative® are simply
nonexigentin othercountries Evenmorefundamentabrethingswe takefor grantedb like the
right to a meal,to abasiceducationpr to a decentliving wagebarebeyondthe graspof billions

of people.

| confessto you that the applicationand enforcementof humanrights at the UN is horribly
political, and may be irreparably broken. Some countriesprotecttheir friendsGrom censure,
while criticizing the sameviolations when committedby their enemies Economicclout often
insulatesmajorhumanrightsviolatorsfrom condemnationwhile weakercountriesarecastigated
for lesserinfractions.And manycountriessimply staysilent, eitherbecausehe processlisgusts
them or because they are afraid of their turn on the human rights chopping block.

Indeed,evenin my own country,partisanopportunistandhypocritesoften clothetheir attempts

at political assassination in the guise of human rights issues.

But the flaws in the processdo not meanthat we mustthrow our handsup while humanrights
abusesgo on. Injustice anywhereis injustice everywhere,and it is insufficient to agitatefor
humanrights at home, while ignoring them abroad.Indeed,the very failings of the existing
systemarewhat demandthe interventionof right-thinking Christians.If the world cannotlisten
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to the self-servingattacksand counterattack®f political actors,maybethey will listento those
who speak impartially, and with the moral authority of the church.

HOW TO DO IT?

| havegiven you today a disturbing® maybeevendepressig P litany of global injusticesand
crises.And | havesaidthatthereareampleopportunitiesandmoralimperativesor Christiansto
expandtheir globalresponsibilitiego theseissuesWhat| havenottold you is how to expandor
what to do. As | indicatedearlier,| do not believethat it is necessaryor me to give you a
detailedrecipefor doing whatcomesnaturallyto progressiveChristianpeople. | will, however,
leave you with a few brief things to keep in mind:

First, be awareof whatO$iapp@ing aroundthe world, not just aroundthe block. Many policy
makersrely heavily on the assumptiorthat you do not know P or do not careb aboutwhat is
happeninganywherebeyondyour own neighbourhoodA senseof global awarenesss the first
step toward expanding your Christian responsibilities worldwide. If you know about injustices, |

am confident that you will act to stop them.

Secondalwaysremembethatyou havepersonakhoicesanddecisionsamakeregardingwhatto
do and what not to do. You can support and you can boycott; protestand write; donateand
sacrifice.As | said earlier,your personalchoicescantruly affectthe world. You mustremain
cognizant of how little things can have a global impact.

Third, asa church,andas a progressivecongregationyou haveevengreaterpower. And your
power is increasing.All over the developingworld, the IMF and the World Bank and other
internationalinstitutionsaretelling governmentshat they needto get smaller.The prescription
for progresss lessgovernmentjessregulation,more liberalization.But whengovernmentget
smallerbespeciallyin smallanddevelopingcountriesbit very oftenmeanghatthe government
hasto cut backon servicesthatit usedto provide. The gap betweenwhat governnentsshould
do,andwhattheycandois fertile groundfor the churchandotherprogressivenongovernmental

organizations.
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Fourth,manyof usin this room, ascitizensof manycountriescandoubleourimpactby calling
on all of our governmentgo charge, and by showingthe global awareness&nd interestthat |

discusseckarlier. Further,asresidentsand maybecitizensof the mostpowerful nationon earth,
Christiansliving in the United Stateshave the greatestresponsibilityto bring all available
pressuresto bearon our electedofficials B or soonto be electedofficials b to ensurethat US
policies are imbued with a senseof moral responsibilityand justice. Our starving, brotherin

Haiti cannotcall the USOsttentionto his plight. Nor canour victimized sisterin Darfur, or our

victims of drug traffickers in the Caribbean. But we can.

We areall familiar with the parableof the Good Samaritanandthe centralquestionof the tale:
OWhoais your neighbour®Today, your neighbouris not simply the man or womanacrossthe
street, it is the man or woman acrossthe globe. As responsible,progressiveand activist
Christians,we are morally and ethically boundto considerthe leastamongour global family,
and to lift them up. Almighty God expects nodes

| thank you
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